Unusual presentation of DDD pacemaker system malfunction.
A DDD pacemaker utilizing an atrial J electrode was implanted in a patient whose right atrial appendage had been removed 7 years prior during aortic valve replacement. Alternating QRS morphologies produced by pacemaker stimulus artifacts occurred as a consequence of atrial lead dislodgement. The screw-in atrial electrode has superior stability in patients with right atrial appendage removal; stability of the atrial J electrode cannot be obtained in such cases.